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Othello’s Study Questions
ACTS 1-2
1.) Who is Roderigo and what does he want from Iago?
Roderigo is a rich person and he is lusting for Desdemona. Roderigo wants to marry Desdemona and wants Iago’s help. For example, Roderigo paid Iago to assist him in getting Desdemona.
2.) How would you describe Othello's speech before the Venetian authorities in act 1? In the same speech, how does he describe his love for Desdemona?
Othello’s speech before the Venetian authorities in act 1 can be described as one that seeks for self-justification. He tries to justify that Desdemona loved him because of his ability to fight and that their love was not out of charm but how she felt for him. He describes his love for Desdemona as true, from strong emotions they had for one another (Crowther, 2005).
3.) Where and how does Iago use the language of deception in act 2?
Iago uses a language of deception in act 2 scene where he tries to describe pretty and smart women. He deceives when he says that “No pretty woman is stupid, because her stupidity will make her more attractive to men” (Crowther, 2005). 
4.) In acts 1-2, what picture do we get of Othello's view of himself, his self-identity?
In acts 1-2, Othello paints a picture of himself being a fighter and one who has gone through a lot of horrible things and survived many dangers. In addition, he views his self-identity as a very courageous person. An example of this is when he narrates how he was captured and sold as a slave but later bought her freedom (Crowther, 2005). 
5.) How would you describe Othello's language upon greeting Desdemona once the two are reunited in Cyprus?  Does his language reveal a strength of character or a potential character flaw, or both? Explain.
After being reunited in Cyprus, Othello’s language upon greeting Desdemona reveals his strong love for her. His language reveals a strength of character. This shows his confidence as he tells his wife that now that they had completed the wedding, it was time to consummate their marriage. This is an act of confidence because a few men can tell such to their wives (Crowther, 2005). 
                                               ACTS 3-5
1.) Is Desdemona entirely innocent? Or is there evidence in the play that Othello had cause not to trust her? 
Desdemona is entirely innocent and there is no evidence in the play that Othello had cause not to trust her. For example, Desdemona’s faithfulness and innocence is seen as she says she caused her own death (Crowther, 2005).
2.) What does Desdemona mean when she says she detects a "fury" in Othello's words?
In saying that she detects fury in Othello’s words, Desdemona means that she understood that her husband was furious although she could not what he was saying. For example, in act 4 scene 2 she says “Upon my knee, what doth your speech import? I understand a fury in your words, But not the words” (Crowther, 2005).
3.) How does Othello's language (even in his last significant speech) differ from the language of Iago?
Othello’s language is different from Iago’s language. Othello appears to be loving and soft spoken to his wife unlike Iago. In addition, he does not speak evil about his wife in the presence of other people. For example, when he wanted to talk to his wife, he had to chase out Emilia. “Go do what you do best, madam. Leave us alone for our hanky-panky, and shut the door behind you. If somebody comes, give a shout. That’s your job. Go on, hurry!” (Crowther, 2005).
4.)  What does Othello mean when he says he has loved "too well"?
By saying he loved too well, Othello means that he loved sacrificially and did not question anything. He claims that he although he was not jealous, he was tricked and manipulated.
5.)  Is Othello's new-found self-awareness at the end of the play a compensation for the pain he and others have experienced?
Othello’s new-found self-awareness at the end of the play does not compensate for the pain he and others have experienced. This is because instead of getting an equal pay to his sacrifice, he ended up being manipulated. Considering the numerous things, he did, he deserved better.
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